FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(________________) Cancer Center Takes Part in National Network 

to Revolutionalize Cancer Research

Heralded as the new “World Wide Web of Cancer Research”

 (____________) Cancer Center is partnering with the National Cancer Institute (NCI) to create the cancer Biomedical Informatics Grid (caBIG), a network linking individuals and institutions, both nationally and internationally, to accelerate all aspects of cancer research.

Clinicians and researchers at (________) are working with 49 other NCI-designated Cancer Centers to create a revolutionary information infrastructure linking teams of cancer researchers together, enabling them to better share data and tools in an open environment with common standards.  [INSERT QUOTE FROM CANCER CENTER DIRECTOR STATING CENTER’S UNIQUE ROLE IN INITIATIVE]

“We believe caBIG will become the ‘World Wide Web’ of cancer research, and accelerate the development of exciting discoveries in all areas of cancer research,” said NCI Director Andrew von Eschenbach, M.D.   “caBIG will be a critical asset in meeting the NCI’s challenge goal of eliminating suffering and death due to cancer by the year 2015.”

To date, the capacity to harvest exciting opportunities resulting from rapid advances in cancer research – from causes to prevention, early detection and treatment – has been limited by the challenges that researchers face in their ability to share critical data and tools that support their work.  This is exactly the problem caBIG seeks to solve.  By building caBIG together, members of the cancer research community solve a critical problem in ways that meet their individual needs, as well as the community’s collective needs.   “caBIG will enable members of the cancer research community to work well as a community, where the whole becomes truly greater than the sum of its parts,” said von Eschenbach.  

[Description of the role of your cancer center in building caBIG or quote such as, “At [______] cancer center, we’re developing [_____] technology that will play a valuable role in the development of caBIG.”
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caBIG is a voluntary, open source, open access initiative that is being designed and built in partnership with the Cancer Center community. Since the caBIG pilot program was announced in July 2003, more than 50 NCI-designated Cancer Centers have participated in the development of the vision, approach and structure of caBIG.  Participating Cancer Centers contributed project ideas to test the feasibility of caBIG based on existing innovative tools and available data sets.  

Going forward, (____________), along with the other 49 Cancer Centers, will work together to construct a common, standard environment in which caBIG will operate, and tools and data sets that will make up the Grid.  The National Cancer Institute’s also hopes to attract additional partners to the caBIG network from within the National Cancer Institute and its grantees, other NIH institutes and interested federal health agencies, industry groups, and the broader biomedical research community in the near future. 


[If Cancer Center has a boilerplate that they put at the bottom of all their press releases, it should go here.]

<###>

For more information, please visit http://caBIG.nci.nih.gov or contact (____________________) at (________________________) or via email at (_____________________________)

